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Falling Up 


Well, that was quick. Fall decided to be de- 
liberate about its entrance this year. Lucky us. 

But really, Lucky us. I realize that autumn 
in Minnesota is the stairway that leads to the 
thunderdome that is winter—but it’s a magnifi- 
cent entryway. Seriously, people pay real mon- 
ey to spend real time looking at our autumn. 
Trips are planned in hopes of landing in “peak” 
season, all for a glimpse of what we wake up to. 

“Arizona Wishes” was almost certainly 
thrown around when selecting a slogan for 
our color-rich state. Deciduous, Coniferous, 
Prairie, and Tallgrass—we’re truly blessed in 
biomes. To live here can mean completely dif- 
ferent things for different people, but it tends to 
come with a built-in resilience. 

Said resilience has been put to the test in 
2020; we’re putting some miles on our col- 
lective patience. If America were a choir, we 
would sound awful in our current form. That’s 
assuming we could agree to sing. We’re out of 
harmony in this moment, just in time for our 
November showdown. 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY RYAN PATCHIN 


With two familiar, polarizing faces vying for 
choir-director, the band is torn. We need direc- 
tion, and we need to remember what it means 
to be team members and neighbors. To each 
other. Regardless of your political preference 
or personal policies. 

Whatever happens in November, I can 
promise that December will follow. Regardless 
of the election’s outcome, time will keep mov- 
ing forward. At regular speed. Mystery-solv- 
ing, wound-healing time—will fix everything. 
We'll just have to wait it out. 

And let’s not be bitter while we’re at it. Let’s 
enjoy the season that’s unfolding around us. 
We can focus on the particularly “cozy” winter 
that COVID is sure to provide—there’s plenty 
to prepare for. We have a chance at an extra- 
intimate holiday season, as we curtail our time 
spent in crowds. 


I look out over a sprawling vista of pure 
Minnesota. Endless trees in a color formation 
that looks so deliberate, it’s almost too per- 
fect. Stunning beauty that just happens. I may 
not have everything I’ve ever wanted, and the 
foreseeable future might be about as clear as 
a brick wall—but I undeniably have this. And 
so do you. 

We have life in common. We’re granted a 
window in which to view a corner of the uni- 
verse, for the blink of an eye. Let’s not walk by 
that blaze-orange tree, or that red-ripe apple 
without noticing it. Let’s notice the beautiful 
things are happening, and will continue to hap- 
pen, regardless of a president. 

Look at squirrels, for example—you think 
a squirrel cares about the president? They 
just care about planning for a Spring-blowout, 
they’re hiding nuts all over the place. And 
squirrels forget. Their winter sleeping pattern 
throws them into a funk, and they forget some 
of their hiding places—planting millions of 
trees on accident. Perhaps a winter of heads- 
down-time can provide some nutty-prosperity 
come springtime. 

Stand-by for a squirrely winter. I 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


Methuselah’s Children Navigate the Ages 


Still looking for a cheerful read in these 
times of COVID, I remembered being fascinat- 
ed by a 2005 National Geographic piece by John 
Roach, concerning a two thousand-year-old Ju- 
dean date palm seed that had been planted and 
had germinated. A photo showed a healthy but 
otherwise unremarkable potted plant. 

The seed was one of six discovered in 1963, 
in a jar in Herod the Great’s palace at Masada, 
Israel, and radiocarbon dated. The discover- 
ing archaeologist gave them to a botanical ar- 
chaeologist at Bar-Ilan University where they 
languished in a desk drawer until November, 
2004, when Sarah Sallon, director Jerusalem’s 
Hadassah Medical Organization’s Louis L. 
Borick Natural Medicine Research Center— 
heard about the seeds and requested a few. She 
passed them on to colleague Elaine Soloway, 
requesting she germinate them. 

Sallon and the Center were-are still-work- 
ing to conserve the heritage of Middle East- 
ern plants used for thousands of years. In 


biblical times, Judean dates were known for 
their medicinal properties healing numerous 
illnesses. 

To great rejoicing, a seed did germinate, 
and was named Methuselah, after that Old Tes- 
tament Ancient. One leaf was to be DNA tested 
to determine what now-lost medical properties 
it might contain. Boy or girl? Both sexes flower, 
but not for several years. 

In 2010, it was announced that Methuselah, 
now ten feettall, had flowered. And was a boy. A 
boy with viable pollen that was used, no cohort 
females available, to pollinate modern female 
plants. Methuselah became a father at an age 
far beyond his namesake’s 969 years. 

Next, in 2017, Stephanie Buck in Timeline 
wrote that while Methuselah basked in the 
sun in southern Israel, more ancient seeds 
gathered by an archaeologist near the Dead 
Sea were being germinated. Of those 30-some 
seeds, six germinated and were named, or re- 
named after flowering: Eve/Adam, Boaz, Jere- 


miah/Hannah, Jonah, Judah/Judith, and Urial. 
Hannah, who came from a burial cave near Jeri- 
cho, was then pollinated by Methuselah. 

Six years post-germination, on September 
9, 2020, JNS, the Jewish News Syndicate, an- 
nounced that Drs. Solowey and Sallon had 
harvested Hannah’s offspring, a single bunch 
of 111 fruits. There was a quick, jubilant tast- 
ing, before remaining fruits and discarded pits 
were prepared for further research. Of the 
dates, NYT coverage reported, “They were 
tasty, too, with the fresh flavor that gave no 
hint of their two-millennium incubation period. 
The honey-blond, semi-dry flesh had a fibrous, 
chewy texture and a subtle sweetness.” 

Concluded Dr. Sallon, “In these troubled 
times of climate change, pollution and species 
dying out at alarming rates, to bring something 
back to life from dormancy is so symbolic. To 
pollinate and produce these incredible dates is 
like a beam of light in a dark time.” 

Stay tuned for further announcements. I 
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FROM A TO ZEE | BY ZAYLORE STOUT 


Time to Retire 


Those Old T-shirts 


I recently attended an intimate dinner 
party to celebrate dear friends’ purchase of a 
new home. The other guest-couple arrived at 
the same time as we did. I was a bit thrown 
off when we did our “socially distant hugs” to 
see that one of them, let’s call her Alice, was 
wearing a t-shirt from the Pumps strip club in 
Brooklyn, New York. Now, the reason I was 
surprised is because the two women were les- 
bians and quite “woke” regarding issues of eq- 
uity and inclusion, at least in my eyes. So, from 
the beginning I knew this would be an interest- 
ing evening and contain some thought provok- 
ing discussions. 

Between appetizers and dinner, I popped 
the question I had had on my mind since our 
arrival. “So, what’s with the shirt?” I asked. Al- 
ice replied by sharing that she had lived in New 
York previously and the t-shirt was a gift and re- 
minded her of her time in the Big Apple. I had 
been pondering over a question regarding my 
own wardrobe for some time now and thought 
this would be the perfect opportunity to pose 
my question to someone else, particularly a 
woman. I shared that I had come to the real- 
ization lately that I had more than a few shirts 
with “sexy women” on them. As with many 
people, these t-shirts were acquired over de- 
cades. Each shirt had a memory, a story. Some 
shirts were artistry, others sensual, while one 
was intended for shock value, although it never 
worked for its intended purpose. 

My questions/concerns were about what 
others would think if/when I wore the shirts 
in public. Would they think I was some sexist, 
male-chauvinist pig? Would people divert the 
eyes of their children? Would they stir in an- 
ger or resentment as I walked by? The strange 
thing is that I had actually never received any 
disparaging remarks or looks regarding them. 
Perhaps I am just overthinking this. 

I jumped in and asked the two female guests 
if they saw a problem with me, a man, wearing 
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the t-shirts as I described them. They did not 
have a problem with it. However, upon time 
and reflection, I came to a realization. If I had 
questions/concerns regarding whether it was 
offensive or not, why do it? Why do something 
that could stir up anger, trigger someone’s 
pain, isolate others, or offend someone? Why 
take the “This is America; I can do what I want” 
approach to something as insignificant as a t- 
shirt. Having the right to do it and feeling the 
need to do it are two different things. 

This thought surrounding my t-shirts re- 
minded me of what is going on culturally here 
in America. I do not believe most Americans 
want to offend others. They do not want to 
inflict pain or offend their colleagues or even 
strangers. I believe most Americans enjoy be- 
ing friendly, kind, and neighborly. However, 
most do not want to be told what to do and what 
not to. Would I be more inclined to wear these 
t-shirts if I was forbidden from doing so? Per- 
haps when I was in my 20s, but as I have grown 
older, I’ve learned that every battle isn’t worth 
fighting. Through my work, I have learned that 


people prefer their own ideas the most, fol- 
lowed by ideas developed collaboratively, and 
the least favorable approach is dictating how 
things are to be done. 

What will it take for America and Ameri- 
cans to gain the necessary consciousness and 
wherewithal to understand that making these 
types of decisions on their own is in their own 
best interest? These selfless decisions help 
build community, show empathy and consider- 
ations for other people, and discourage unnec- 
essary conflict. 

Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Gins- 
berg passed away between the time I had orig- 
inally written this article and its submission to 
Lavender Magazine. Reflecting on her life and 
legacy provided me with a whole new perspec- 
tive on this issue. If I had the pleasure of meet- 
ing the Justice before her passing, would I 
have been ashamed to wear any of the t-shirts 
in questions. The easy and resounding answer 
was “yes”, so into the firepit they go. Thank 
you, RBG, for making this world a much bet- 
ter place for us over these last eighty-seven 
years. I 
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Chowgirls 
Killer 
Catering 


BY RYAN PATCHIN 


Food. Not to be overlooked, it’s the key midpoint to any wedding 
celebration. Your chance to curate a crowd-pleaser that ties your special 
day together. Sustainability has become top of mind for many couples— 
a niche that Chowgirls Killer Catering has been serving for years. Along 
with killer cuisine. 

Chowgirls Killer Catering consists of “a group of creative, passion- 
ate people who thrive on logistics, sustainability, and beautiful food. We 
embrace the challenge of creating events that are unique and special for 
every client who comes our way.” 

Heidi Andermack and Amy Brown founded Chowgirls Killer Cater- 
ing more than 16 years ago, as a force of two creative women with a 
shared passion for cooking and entertaining. The two had both recently 
planned their own weddings and saw room for new ideas in the Min- 
neapolis catering scene—especially when it came to organic offerings. 
Their concept caught on quickly and grew into an award-winning cater- 
ing company that has set the gold standard for organic, sustainable fare 
and top-shelf events. 

“Chowgirls serves weddings and events throughout the Twin Cities 
area as well as greater Minnesota destinations. We also operate our own 
events venue, Chowgirls at Solar Arts, located in Minneapolis at 711 NE 
15th Ave. More recently, in response to the pandemic, we helped launch 
Minnesota Central Kitchen, a partnership with Second Harvest Heart- 
land that re-employs furloughed chefs, while meeting the growing need 
for emergency meals in these unprecedented times. To this end, we’re 
proud to produce over 10,000 meals per week from our commissary 
kitchen in Northeast Minneapolis.” 

Setting them apart from the crowd is their approach. “Chowgirls has 
been “farm-to-table” since our inception 16 years ago, before that was 
even ‘a thing.’ Our chef-driven but approachable menus charm all types 
of clients, and our thoughtful hospitality extends from the initial plan- 
ning process, to setting the plate in front of each guest. Our serving 
staff, as authentic and approachable as our food, offers formality while 
feeling like family.” 

“Chowgirls prioritizes making mindful business decisions with re- 
spect for people and the planet, to craft quality food. We use organic and 
seasonal ingredients, many of them sourced from about 50 local farms 
and purveyors; most ingredients travel an average of 37.5 miles to get 
to our kitchen. We’re also dedicated to diverting as much waste from 
landfills and incineration as possible. On average, 85% of our byproducts 
are composted or recycled. For example, the average wedding in the 
U.S. produces 400 pounds of trash. At Chowgirls, our average wedding 
produces only 10 pounds of actual trash, a statistic that reflects our com- 
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Poké Bowi Chef Station. Photo byTiffany Kokal 


Table setting. Photo by Lucas Botz 


mitment to sustainability.” 

Like many other small businesses, Chowgirls hasn’t been immune to 
the COVID crunch. 

“Due to COVID-19, we have chosen to not offer full-service, staffed 
events up to this point. Because our main priority is the safety of our 
staff, our clients, and their guests, we’ve chosen to operate with an abun- 


Oyster bar chef station. Photo by Lucas Botz 


dance of caution while COVID numbers are still on the rise in Minnesota 
and the U.S. However, we’ve still been catering, innovating our offerings 
to embrace creatively packaged, single-serve snacks and meals. We’ve 
had the honor of catering some intimate backyard weddings for couples 
who keep it small and safe via contactless delivery or by hiring our ser- 
vice partners Host a Toast. We also deliver this beautiful pre-packaged 
fare to separate homes or offices for interactive online meetings... A 
new partnership with Northeast’s Central Avenue Liquors allows us to 
offer bites and drinks delivered together, a great add-on for our client 
events and a new way for us to offer virtual tastings that pair beer, wine, 
and spirits with specialty menus... we love the notion of a shared food 
experience for those who can’t physically be together during this chal- 
lenging time.” 

“Pre-COVID, every Chowgirls wedding was as unique as the couple 
being celebrated. We’ve excelled at everything from formal sit-down din- 
ners to fun and casual build-your-own mac-and-cheese bars. We always 
enjoy the opportunity to offer a fine-dining experience, and we’re also 
extremely proud of our Minnesota roots. Our menu ranges from creative 
comfort food to a wide range of inspired international fare. With the 
bounty of amazing local produce in our area, our signature roasted veg- 
gies are usually a colorful star of the plate; our meat options come from 
either local farms or ranches, and our seafood is sustainably sourced.” 

We look forward to getting back to chef stations, which were also 
growing in popularity, pre-pandemic. A great way for guests to custom- 
ize their dining experience, this live-action cooking option is perfect for 
letting guests choose their own dining adventures. From carving sta- 
tions to make-your-own poke bowls, our culinary team excels at deli- 
cious experiences that are easy on the eyes, as well. Many couples use 
their wedding as a chance to throw a proper party. Intimate dinners, 
multiple courses, champagne pours, floor length dresses, and black ties 
— talk about a great way to kick off the rest of your lives in style. There 
are so few opportunities to get really dressed up and sit down to a formal 
dinner with multiple types of forks these days... 

“Chowgirls loves to make things beautiful, whatever the challenges, 
and is this pandemic ever a challenge!” 

Find Chowgirls Killer Catering at http://www.chowgirls.net/ or follow 
them on Facebook and Instagram. U 
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Floral Art 


BY RYAN PATCHIN 


Acanthus Floral Art is known for unique, 
artistic designs and for consciously reflecting 
the personality and style of the couple in their 
wedding flowers. 

“Tve worked metal chains into a bouquet 
for a roller derby wedding, designed bouquets 
with fresh food for two chefs marrying each 
other, and I’ve even designed and built a self- 
contained water fountain coming out of a giant 
cascade of flowers,” Acanthus Owner Jodi Ir- 
win proclaims I love when couples want to get 
creative and do something different, that’s why 
I use the term Floral Art.” 

This year, with the global pandemic all but 
hijacking wedding season, Acanthus has seen 
their share of shuffling. 

“Many people were planning 2020 wed- 
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dings. In fact, weddings were up significantly 
from 2019. Once we began this more cautious 
and less social way of living with COVID, some 
rescheduled their wedding dates in 2021, some 
are waiting until next year to set a new date, and 
some went through with a very small ceremony, 
but are postponing their reception to next year.” 

No two weddings are alike, and planning for 
floral art requires a unique planning and selec- 
tion process. 

“There is a wedding consultation form on 
my website. The first step is to fill that out, then 
we meet to talk through ideas, look at pictures, 
and get more specific. Of course I prefer as 
much notice as possible, especially if it’s a big- 
ger wedding, but I can usually accommodate 
smaller wedding orders with less lead time.” 


As we head into the fall/winter season, Jodi 
recommends that people “get creative! Choose 
vibrant, non traditional color schemes. Try 
blue, brown and lavender instead of red, gold, 
and orange for autumn, for example. Or my 
personal favorite: soft orange, blue, and white. 
For winter, consider one or two bold colors 
rather than muted colors—like winter itself. 

Even before COVID-19 had us in lockdown, 
testing the strength of marriages around the 
planet, divorce was on the rise. I asked Jodi if 
she had an arrangement for that: 

“My daughter had a “divorcé soirée” and it 
was great fun. I think it’s a perfect way to have 
fun with flowers (imagine the themes!) and 
turn a traditionally somber event into a celebra- 
tion, so absolutely!” E 
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The 
White 
Room 


BY HOLLY PETERSON 


“The White Room was founded to rede- 
fine both what a wedding gown is ‘supposed 
to be’, and the dress shopping experience as 
a whole,” Pegeen Lamb explains. Her passion 
for the wedding boutique where she is the cre- 
ative director bubbles just under the surface as 
she continues, “We strive to provide a space for 
Minneapolis brides who do not feel that their 
personal style is represented in traditional 
bridal fashion, while creating an intimate and 
memorable appointment that they will cherish 
forever.” 

The White Room was built on those two 
founding principles: innovative bridal design 
and high-end customer service. Carmen Du- 
err, The White Room’s owner, has utilized her 
extensive background in these two areas to 
create the best possible experience for every 
future bride who walks in the door. 


Image by Amanda Marie Photography 
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“Our appointments are intimate and de- 
tailed,” Lamb explains, “They begin with a styl- 
ist touching base with you and your group to 
get a feel of the vibe of your wedding, and the 
type of look you are hoping to find. Our brides 
are then allowed to search the showroom and 
pull a handful of gowns that they are drawn to 
initially.” Paying close attention to the way their 
clients react to each of the dresses that they try 
on, the stylists balance their intimate knowl- 
edge of the available dresses with the client’s 
feedback so they can “pull dresses that may be 


a better fit based on what you are liking. We 
offer ideas and suggestions for styling and ac- 
cessories, and ultimately help you build a one 
ofa kind look that you feel amazing in!” 

Given the times we find ourselves in The 
White Room has introduced several new safety 
and sanitation protocols. Lamb explains fur- 
ther, “We have a small team of three, which 
ensures that each bride is in good hands, and 
that each stylist is invested deeply in their cli- 
ent’s experience.” In-person appointments are 
still available and the boutique goes above and 
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beyond to make sure that everyone who enters 
The White Room is safe — even in the midst of 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 

Of course, as an LGBT-identifying person, 
safety goes beyond the pandemic. The White 
Room does consider itself an inclusive bou- 
tique and the entire team treasures their LGBT 
clientele. “We welcome absolutely everyone in 
our boutique and [are] constantly expanding 
our inventory to be more and more inclusive!” 
Lamb says, “Our clientele knows that the only 
thing you have to ‘be’ to feel bridal is ready to 
marry your person.” 

Lamb cannot help gushing a little bit fur- 
ther. “Our clientele is strong, fashion forward, 
modern, with an artistic edge. We love work- 
ing with brides who know who they are, who 
want to take a risk, who love one-of-a-kind luxe 
fabrics, and who style their whole bridal look 
to make an impact.” This boutique loves peo- 
ple who want to explore their personal style in 
meaningful, unique ways and push their fash- 
ion boundaries. 

On that note, Lamb gave us the inside scoop 
on three new trends emerging in wedding 
dress fashion this year: simplified necklines, 
capes, and statement sleeves. “A squared or 
straight-across neckline is very in right now,” 
Lamb says, “We’re finding that our minimalis- 
tic brides are straying away from a sweetheart 
or rounded neckline [and opting for] some- 
thing more angular.” 

Tulle capes have been a unique alternative 
to veils for a while, but recently materials like 
crepe and wool have also surged in popularity. 
Lamb smiles: “We are seeing our fashion for- 
ward brides really embracing the magic of a 
bridal cape this year!” 

Statement sleeves are perhaps the boldest 
of the three new trends. “We didn’t know we 
were ready for the 80’s to be back until we saw 
how well our brides were responding to our de- 
signers’ reimagined take on the Princess Diana 
poofy sleeve!” Lamb laughs. 

Whether you want to try on the latest fash- 
ions or go for something a little more tradition- 
al, you do not need me to tell you that the best 
way to find your dream dress is to schedule an 
appointment and try some on for yourself. With 
the knowledgeable and friendly assistance that 
the team at The White Room is known for and 
their stunning collection of dresses, you are 
almost guaranteed to find and fall in love with 
the perfect dress for your special day. 

No matter what else might change in these 
strange times — you can control your dress. I 
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Elements Cafe with Edison Lights 


Married 
in the 
Museum 


BY HOLLY PETERSON 


Even disregarding the coronavirus-related chaos that has changed 
every aspect of life in 2020, weddings look different today than they used 
to. The ever-escalating drive to create the most picturesque wedding 
possible has also inspired couples to make sure that their special day 
reflects their personalities, both as a couple and individuals. 

For example: 

My sister, who is gluten-free, and her husband, who proposed mar- 
riage by filling their freezer with customized ice cream—forewent a tra- 
ditional wedding cake and rented a frozen yogurt truck instead. One of 
my cousins went full farm-boy at his wedding reception and ended the 
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night with a bonfire so big that my uncle had to maintain the blaze with a 
tractor. A pair of my friends replaced the glass clinking tradition at their 
reception with a giant DND die and a trivia game. I even know a couple 
that incorporated one of those inflatable T-Rex suits into their wedding 
day. 

Weddings today are best when the couple being celebrated is true to 
themselves. There are few higher pleasures than an open invitation to 
celebrate the love of a couple you treasure: quirks and all. 

If any of your and your partner’s quirks are remotely science based, 
one way to celebrate that part of yourselves is to host your reception 
(and even ceremony!) at the Science Museum of Minnesota. Jennifer 
Ernst-George, Event Sales Manager at the Science Museum of Minne- 
sota, has seen some delightfully nerdy design elements at weddings and 
receptions at the museum. “Some couples have woven science themes 
into their wedding celebration as simple as using periodic table element 
signs for their table assignments, or a dinosaur-couple cake topper,” she 
says. 

There are a wide range of packages to choose from and price points 
vary depending on the room and the day of your event. “The most popu- 
lar wedding space is Elements Cafe because that room offers an amazing 
view,” Ernst-George says, “The museum is built into the bluffs overlook- 
ing the Mississippi River in downtown Saint Paul and features stunning 
panoramic vistas of the river.” 

It runs around $3,800 for a Saturday night rental, which includes the 
room, “a dance floor, and set up and tear down of in-house tables and 
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View from Elements Outside Terrace 


chairs. Wedding guests also receive passes to go into the museum galler- 
ies anytime during open hours on the day of the wedding,” Ernst-George 
says. There are additional costs too, including the wedding ceremony at 
the venue, but it is possible to celebrate your special day entirely at the 
Science Museum of Minnesota! 

Because the Science Museum of Minnesota just reopened in early 
September, they are not quite ready to start taking reservations for 
event spaces yet. Determined to make every element of operation as 
safe as possible, the museum is reopening carefully and instating new 
procedures as it does. “We are following the guidelines of the Minnesota 
Department of Health and the CDC,” Ernst-George explains, “Wellness 
checks are administered for all museum employees and vendors upon 
arrival at the museum. We have devised new room layouts to accom- 
modate fewer people per table, and all museums and catering staff will 
be wearing masks.” 

But events are on the horizon! “We hope to be up and running events 
soon!” Ernst-George continues, “We are going to be offering ‘mini-mon- 
ies’ and are working out the details on that.” 

A “mini-mony” is exactly what it sounds like: fewer people celebrating 
in a shorter time frame. Realizing that a lot of us are not comfortable with 
full blown celebrations during a pandemic, these packages generally as- 
sume a ceremony-only preference where it is easier to follow social dis- 
tancing guidelines. “Couples can choose to pay for additional services 
like getting-ready rooms or a champagne toast,” she says. “Mini-monies’ 
are more budget-friendly and offer a cool space for wedding celebra- 
tions.” The idea is still a work in progress but keep your eye out for the 
official announcement! 
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If you are looking for a unique, beautiful place to celebrate your love, 
the Science Museum of Minnesota is a great option. Whether you have the 
patience to wait out COVID restrictions so you can get the full experience, 
or ifyou are excited to learn more about hosting a “mini-mony”, you are sure 
to have an incredible experience celebrating your love against a backdrop of 
the Mississippi bluffs or in a room full of dinosaurs. E 
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Our LGBTO+ Future is 
Still Unwritten... 


BY ZAYLORE STOUT 


Sadly, most of our stories are lost. Vanished in the ash heap of history 
during a time where we could not legally congregate together. When we 
were diagnosed as having a mental disorder; when we could not just be 
ourselves. Despite the challenges of the times, we persevered, we stood 
out, and we made a difference. 

In the late 19th century, one in seven (about 46 million) people living 
in the United States and Europe died from tuberculosis. It was Dr. Alan 
Hart’s groundbreaking use of the X-ray in the 1920s that helped save the 
lives of patients with tuberculosis and “flattened the curve” (as we would 
say today in the time of COVID-19). Dr. Hart was also one of the first 
transgender men to undergo a hysterectomy in the United States and 
live the remainder of his life as a man. What strength and bravery that 
must have taken, especially given the times. 

Seeing oneself reflected in history plants an important seed in one’s 
mind. The seed sprouts as you read more and more about people who 
look like you and share some of your lived experiences. The seedling 
flowers when others recognize and appreciate the contributions your 
community has made towards society at large. The plant bears fruit 
when you are able to feel as though you are an important part of society, 
so much so that you make your own mark on the world by creating your 
own history. 

Onachilly day in January 1994, suburban St. Louis high school his- 
tory teacher, Rodney Wilson, suggested that LGBT history needed a 
month, much like Black History and Women’s History months. Not long 


after this declaration, a committee was formed, and the snowball began 
rolling. The month of June could not be our history month since kids 
do not attend school during the summer. Hence, October was selected 
since it was when the first and second LGBT Marches on Washington 
(1979 and 1987) took place and contains National Coming Out Day (Oc- 
tober 11). The governors of Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Oregon 
were the first to make official proclamations recognizing October as 
LGBT History Month, and just like that, it became official. 

On this 26th anniversary, we can celebrate many milestones. Our re- 
lationships are no longer criminalized. We can marry who we love. We 
cannot be fired from our jobs based on our gender identity or sexual ori- 
entation. We have had an out candidate run for President of the United 
States. Our history is now required as part of the educational curriculum 
in five states, including Oregon. 

As we recognize how far we have come, let’s share our personal sto- 
ries with others regarding what it was like to live as an LGBTQ+ person 
before this moment in history. Let us ensure younger generations do not 
lose sight of the struggles our fore-bearers went through to get us to this 
point. Then let us encourage them to carry that torch further. We still 
need the Equality Act to be passed by Congress and signed by the Presi- 
dent. We still need to ban conversion therapy and the gay/transgender 
panic defense nationwide. We still need to be counted in the next census 
and have full access to healthcare. We need the next generation of LG- 
BTQ+ leaders to take their rightful place in making history. I 
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Say 
1 Zoom’ 


Harvey Perle and Neal 
Foman celebrated 
their one-of-a-kind 
love with a one-of- 
a-kind quarantine 
wedding. 


BY KASSIDY TARALA 


Getting married during COVID-19 is, well, 
it’s something couples will never forget. Some 
folks have postponed their weddings, hoping 
for a date in the not-too-distant future where 
they'll be able to tie the knot (without masks!), 
while others have changed their weddings 
completely to adhere to COVID-19 health pre- 
cautions. For Harvey Perle and Neal Foman, 
getting married during COVID-19 meant one 
thing: Zoom. 

“It was the first gay, Jewish Zoom wedding 
for both Shir Tikvah Synagogue and for most of 
our guests,” the couple jokes. “But in this time 
of challenge for all of us, we accomplished the 
task of bringing smiles to a lot of people.” 

The two got married from their home via 
Zoom on July 26, after being together for five 
years. Their daughter, Lexi, took pre-wedding 
photos, and friends sent screen shots from 
their pre-wedding Zoom Bachelor Party and 
couples dating game. There were about 300 
online guests. 

“We decorated our Chuppah (canopy) with 
the Talitot (prayer shawls) of ourselves and 
our four adult children,” Foman and Perle say. 
“We gave everyone the choice of filet mignon, 
salmon almandine, or vegetarian pasta, fol- 
lowed by the dessert of their choice, made in 
their own homes to their own particular liking, 
and received zero complaints on how the food 
tasted. Rabbi Michael Alan Latz of Shir Tikvah 
officiated.” 

Though a Zoom wedding likely wasn’t what 
Perle and Foman had been envisioning, the two 
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say that the pandemic-induced virtual celebra- 
tion actually gave them opportunities that pre- 
viously would not have been possible. 

“Our children Matt, Lexi, Michelle, Dani- 
elle, and Josh, and our grandson Myles an- 
nounced the marriage of their dads in the in- 
vitation and were all active participants in the 
ceremony from three different states,” they 
say. “Only we and our two witnesses (required 
by Jewish law) were physically present and so- 
cially distant. Even the Rabbi was online from 
his home.” 

Not only that, but Zoom also permitted 
friends and family from all over the world to 
attend because of the video-conferencing plat- 
form. “Eliminating the need to travel during 
the pandemic maximized our wish list of who 
could be included,” Perle and Foman say. “As 
a result, 98 percent of the people invited were 
able to attend. Guests attended from Denmark, 
Ghana, Israel, and the United States.” 

Friends of the couple, many of whom 
they’ve known for forty-five years, were able to 
attend the celebration. 

“As opposed to a traditional wedding cer- 
emony where our backs would have been to a 
congregation, we were able to face our guests 
for the entire ceremony,” they explain. “A video 
was prepared in advance by our children and 


presented to us the morning of the wedding 
that was comprised of individual toasts and well 
wishes to provide personal messages.” 

After the ceremony, the couple’s reception 
included a visit with their guests on Zoom for 
almost two hours. Despite the electronic plat- 
form, Perle and Foman say the experience was 
surprisingly intimate. 

“Someday, multiple in-person celebrations 
will be enjoyed by all after the pandemic is be- 
hind all of us,” they say. 

Cheers to the happy couple! E 
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Where Policing Ends, 
Happiness Begins 


Celina and Alexis Berndt quickly became Minneapolis icons after getting 
married at the burned-down Third Precinct. 


In protest and in love. That’s how Celina and 
Alexis Berndt’s marriage began. The couple 
said “I do” on June 28, at the former Third Pre- 
cinct in Minneapolis, which had been burned 
down by protesters in the wake of the murder 
of George Floyd. “Our wedding was a protest 
against police brutality toward Black people 
and the LGBTQ+ community,” the couple says. 

The wedding, which was also on the fifty- 
first anniversary of the Stonewall Uprising, 
came last minute, as the killing of George 
Floyd, and the ongoing police brutality against 
Black and LGBTQ+ folks, shifted their priori- 
ties. 

“Although we were already engaged, the 
wedding was extremely last minute. We got en- 
gaged in February and were planning to wait a 
year or two before we got married. However, 
after the murder of George Floyd, our priorities 
changed,” they say. “We had been to multiple 
protests and witnessed the brutalization and ar- 
rests of protesters, most of them being people 
of color. We realized we could be arrested, 
hospitalized, or worse, so we decided to tie the 
knot immediately.” 

After being together for a year and a half, 
the Berndts didn’t want to wait any longer to 
get married, and their friends and loved ones 
were just as excited for them. 

“Because our wedding was so last minute, 
our group of friends banded together and 
started planning the wedding. They only had 
two weeks and planned the most beautiful re- 
ception at our friends Mark and Michaela’s 
house,” they say. “Our friend Nadirah was 
our officiant, and they connected us with our 
photographer, Emma Wondra (Instagram @ 
emmawondra). Michaela baked an adorable 
two-tiered, heart-shaped cake, and Celina’s sis- 
ter, Allison, brought a rainbow-themed cake as 
well. Nadirah ordered tacos for the reception 
from Taqueria Hacienda on Lake Street. Our 
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friends Mimi, Kate, Roman, and Zoja all helped 
to plan and decorate for the reception.” 

To say it took a community to pull off the 
adorable and activism-driven wedding would 
be an understatement. Not only did friends of 
the Berndts come together with just a couple 
of weeks to give them the wedding of their 
dreams, but the wedding itself served as an 
event of healing and love for the community. 

“My favorite part of the wedding was the 
feeling of healing and community,” Alexis 
says. “We got to take some time away from the 
anxiety and trauma of protesting and providing 
mutual aid—to celebrate love, family, and lib- 
eration.” 

“My favorite parts of the wedding were the 
overwhelming feelings of joy, community, love, 
and hope for the future,” says Celina. “I got to 
marry the love of my life!” 

Following their wedding, the couple is con- 
tinuing to pave the way for a police-free future 
in Minneapolis and beyond. 

“Tm working on earning my bachelor’s de- 


gree while providing mutual aid to the Twin 
Cities area,” says Alexis. “I want to continue 
to use my social media platform (Instagram @ 
actualangel) to provide community resources 
and updates. We’re saving to buy a home in the 
near future as well as thinking about having 
children within the next five years! Before that, 
though, we want to be able to travel.” 

“Everything Lex said! I’m also looking for- 
ward to continuing to learn what a police-free 
future will look like,” Celina adds. E 
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TRAVEL BY GARLA WALDEMAR 


Not a peeping Tom? Time to get out the 
binoculars and lose your inhibitions. Nature’s 
annual extravaganza is about to debut as leaves 
change from summer’s prim palette of greens 
to autumn’s show-offy blaze of reds and golds. 
Here are some favorite small-towns where the 
vista along the drive is as fine as the destina- 
tions themselves. 

Head south on Hwy. 61 as it traces the river 
with its boundary of bright maples, golden 
birch, and aspen—and the occasional punctua- 
tion marks of pine. Cruise all the way down to 
Winona, then take a break to get to know the 
town. 

Wheat and lumber fueled its golden years, 
1870-1890, personified by the brick and stone 
buildings manning Third Street that still thrill 
fans of gorgeous architectural design. Another 
draw: the robust cultural vibe underscored by 
its three colleges, and the drop-dead natural 
beauty of forested bluffs that line the mighty 
river. 

J.R. Watkins was an earlier arrival who re- 
located his now-worldwide spice empire here. 
Tour the Deco-designed shop-cum-museum— 
you'll spot its white tower from anywhere in 
town—to ogle its line of products, from early 
ointments and complexion powders to (who 
knew?) chewing gum, coffee, and, of course, 
all those exotic flavorings salesmen used to 
peddle house-to-house. 

Watkins’ son-in-law became president of 
Winona National Bank, whose grand Egyptian 
Revival building he had built in 1915, calling on 
Tiffany to fashion the marvelous stained glass 
windows that still enchant visitors today. Close 
by, rival Merchants Bank boasts jaw-dropping 
stained glass of its own, plus a 1915 mural of 
the city glowing behind the tellers’ desks. 

Continue your wander down Third Street 
on a self-guided tour (phone app available) of 
the seven-block stretch preserved on the Na- 
tional Historic Register, careening from Itali- 
anate columns and Queen Anne curlicues, to 
sturdy Romanesque Revival. 

Watkins’ story gains momentum in the His- 
tory Center, lodged in the brick armory of 1915 
and loaded with local artifacts, ranging from 
the prehistoric skull of a saber-tooth cat to 
Watkins’ daughter’s fancy carriage. A timeline 
weaves visitors through intricate Dakota bead 
and quill embroidery followed by Civil War 
regalia and on to reconstructed Main Street’s 
pharmacy and general store. It showcases rel- 
ics of the gin-soaked Roaring Twenties from 
this, “the wettest town in the Northwest,” com- 
plete with blackout instructions. 

Folks from as far away as Poland with hopes 
of securing work in wheat or lumber, arrived in 
the 1890s. Their story unfolds in the sprawling 


Polish Museum, with displays of treasures from 
the Old Country, from embroidered waistcoats 
to wedding dresses, china dolls with sky-blue 
eyes, and the darker blue of Poland’s signature 
pottery, also on sale in the gift shop. But the 
museum the city is most proud to celebrate is 
the Minnesota Marine Art: a collection, unique 
in a town of 28,000, that travels from Renoir and 
Monet to Van Gogh and O’Keeffe. 

There’s more art at Winona State Univer- 
sity: a garden-filled, stroll-worthy campus, 
home of summer’s Great Rivers Shakespeare 
Festival. The campus of St. Mary’s University 
helps host July’s annual Beethoven Festival. St. 
Mary’s main parking lot is the takeoff point for 
eight miles of colorful wooded trails. 

Winona’s oldest dining op is the classic 
Lakeside Drive Inn, hauling victuals to your 
car since 1938. Prices haven’t changed much 
since then, either. Don’t miss the homemade 
root beer. 

Then, cross the street to the park border- 
ing Lake Winona. Rock in the romantic swings 
for two, feed the ducks, catch a concert at the 
bandshell, or head to the lodge for free rental 
of canoes and bikes, or cross-country skis and 
skates, depending on the season. Or stroll the 
river’s levee, counting soaring eagles and low- 
slung barges muscling down the river before 
it’s time to hit the highway once again. 

For maps and info: Winona Visitors Center, 
924 Huff St. at Hwy 61, 507-452-0735 

Or cut short your drive south on Hwy 61 at 
Red Wing, one of Minnesota’s reigning beauty 
queens since 1875. That’s the year the historic 
red-brick St. James Hotel debuted to serve trav- 
elers along the bustling Mississippi, the Inter- 
state of its day. 

Then came the trains. The charming rail- 
road station of 1905 now hosts the Tourist 
Information office, where you can pick up self- 
guiding maps of walking tours throughout its 
historical neighborhoods. Stroll past the vin- 
tage brick facades of businesses and gratuitous 
homes of a myriad of architectural persua- 
sions—lItalianate, Victorian, Queen Anne. 

The station also is home to Red Wing Art 
Gallery, representing regional artworks to 
view or purchase. It’s also a prime stop on the 
levee’s riverside hiking/biking trail that curves 
under bluffs where eagles perch, with views of 
bright Wisconsin foliage across the water. 

Along Central Park—a wedge of greenery 
connecting the river to a fringe of woodsy 
hills—linger near the bandstand and count the 
spires of half a dozen graceful churches. Patrol 
Main Street and Third Street to browse among 
unique shops such as Uffda, source of all things 
Swedish, to Thunder Clan Trading Post, offer- 
ing artisan crafts of nearby tribes. Fair Trade 


Books is crammed with well-curated volumes, 
while Red Wing Shoes—the brand’s mother- 
ship, selling 2.2 million of the iconic boots a 
year—also boasts a free museum showcasing 
the company’s history and process. Red Wing 
Stoneware, on the north end of town, does the 
same via museum, demos and sales gallery of 
its trademark Red Wing pottery. 

For spectacular views of fall colors, hike up 
to Barn Bluff, overlooking the river. Then head 
to Old West Main Street, the starting point of 
the popular Cannon Valley hike/bike trail, also 
ablaze with autumn hues. Also on the outskirts 
lies Falconer Vineyards & Winery, overseeing 
a scenic valley spreading below its deck; pause 
to enjoy a sip and a snack. 

To plan your adventure, visit www.redwing. 
org. 

Stillwater is a quick 25-mile sprint east to 
our state’s border—uneventful scenery until 
you reach the town itself and later proceed to 
William O’Brien State Park on its northern 
edge, worth an afternoon’s meander amid its 
glowing maples and firs. 

With bragging rights as Minnesota’s old- 
est town, Stillwater flourished as a boomtown 
of the logging era, and its lumber barons lived 
the good life to the hilt. Fortunes were made on 
timber, and they used that money to erect drop- 
dead gorgeous homesteads. It’s a movie-set 
town where time stopped at the height of those 
prosperous days, still populated with those 
eclectic and eccentric mansions, which cavort 
from Italianate to French Empire, from Classic 
Revival and Gothic Revival on to Queen Anne 
and Queen Victoria—complete with fanciful 
cupolas, widows’ walks, turrets and verandas. 

Main Street’s storefronts of yesteryear have 
been reclaimed by merchants of today to serve 
as antiques shops (over 200 within six-blocks). 
They also house a number of pleasant book- 
stores, side-by-side with art and crafts galleries 
celebrating regional talent, and many one-of- 
a-kind boutiques, including a Christmas shop, 
gourmet cookware store, an old-time meat mar- 
ket (with a café upstairs to sample those savory 
brats), a classic, small-town bakery, a wine 
co-op featuring Minnesota labels, and a lively 
farmers’ market. 

The lowly lumberjacks who felled the barons’ 
logs liked to party, too. A hundred years ago, 
Stillwater’s saloons outnumbered its churches. 
Today they've been reborn as coffeehouses and 
snug cafes. After dining well, it’s time for a work- 
out on the water. The wild St. Croix River offers 
kayakers and canoe enthusiasts another leafy 
peep show before heading home. 

For information: Greater Stillwater Cham- 
ber of Commerce, 651-439-4001; www.ilovestill- 
water.comÜ 
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Tretter Collection 


The Upper Midwest’s largest collection of LGBTQ material is in Minneapolis 


Photo courtesy of BigStock/El Roi 


October is LGBT History Month, a remind- 
er to honor those in the LGBTQ community 
who have helped provide the rights we have 
today. 

At the University of Minnesota, the artifacts 
and stories that are important to us have a 
place where they will be available for genera- 
tions to come. 

The Jean-Nickolaus Tretter Collection in 
Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender Stud- 
ies is the largest LGBTQ-specific archive in the 
Upper Midwest. 

Inside, you'll find books, personal records, 
organizational newsletters, audiovisual materi- 
als, and more. Through a quick search, I found 
the history of LGBTQ publications in the Twin 
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Cities, which started in the 1960s. Their col- 
lection includes previous editions of Lavender, 
dating back to the magazine’s beginning in the 
1990s. You'll even find male physique maga- 
zines from the ‘60s and personal ads printed in 
the ‘90s, too. 

To understand the Tretter Collection is to 
understand the history of the person it was 
named after. Born in 1946, Jean Tretter grew 
up in Little Falls, MN, knowing that he was 
attracted to men, but needed to suppress his 
emotions. After serving in the Navy during 
the Vietnam War, Tretter returned to Minne- 
sota, and with his friends, organized the Twin 
Cities’ first commemoration of the Stonewall 
Riots. Around that time, Tretter also started 


to collect items that had meaning to himself 
and other members of the gay and lesbian 
community. 

Tretter’s collection was donated to the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota Libraries in 2000, and 
Tretter served on staff for the collection until 
his retirement in 2011. 


THE BEST OF THE TRETTER 
COLLECTION 

Rachel Mattson is the Curator of The Tret- 
ter Collection. Lavender asked Mattson for 
their favorite items in the Collection. 

First up is the Minnesota HIV/AIDS Care- 
givers Oral History Project, which consists of 
34 recordings and transcripts of interviews 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTO-friendiy 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Community 
Connection, call 612-436- 

4698 or email advertising® 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER GARE 

MN ADOPT 

Finding families and providing information, 
education, and support to Minnesota 
Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 
2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@mnadopt.org 

www.mnadopt.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 


Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOGIATIONS 


Quorum 

Your GLBTA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & partner 
for a diverse business community. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste 209 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 


Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


COLLEGES, SCHOOLS, 
UNIVERSITIES 


Metropolitan State University 

The Twin Cities only public, urban 
comprehensive university. Take your next 
step with us! 

700 E. 7th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 793-1300 

www.metrostate.edu 


DISABILITY RESOURCES 

Disability Hub MN 

Free statewide resource to help solve 
problems, navigate the system and plan 
for your future. 

1-866-333-2466 

www.disabilitynubmn.org 


EVENT VENUES 


Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Alzheimer's Association 

Providing free care consultations, 
community education programs, a 24/7 
helpline and support groups throughout 
Minnesota. 

7900 W. 78th St., Ste. 100 

Edina, MN 55439 

Helpline 800-272-3900 

alz.org/mnnd 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


One Heartland 

Camp True Colors for LGBTQ+ youth and 
Camp Heartland for youth impacted by 
HIV/AIDS. 

26001 Heinz Rd. 

Willow River, MN 55795 

(888) 545-6658 

www.oneheartland.org 


The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.aliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 
We're a sliding fee clinic that also 


accepts insurance & assistance programs. 


Be healthy. Be you! 

1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 

(651) 645-0478 

www. familytreeclinic.org 


JustUs Health 

LGBTQ-friendly counseling and referral; 
HIV prevention and support; public 
education, research and advocacy. 
#HelpHelps 

2577 Territorial Road W. 

Saint Paul, MN 55114 

(800) 243-7321 Minnesota AIDSLine 
(612) 341-2060 General info 
wwwJustUsHealth.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 
800 Transfer Rd. #31 
St. Paul, MN 55114 
(651) 645-2948 
www.namihelps.org 


Pride Institute 
Provides residential and outpatient 
treatment services for substance use 
disorder and addition exclusively to the 
LGBTQ+ community. 

14400 Martin Dr. Eden Prairie, Minnesota 
55344 

2101 Hennepin Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 
55405 

(888) 616-5031 

www.pride-institute.com 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 


Radio K - Real College Radio 

Radio K (KUOM) is the award-winning 
student-run radio station of the University 
of Minnesota. 

610 Rarig Center 330 21st Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.RadioK.org 


MUSEUM 


Minneapolis Institute of Art 

Enjoy masterpieces from all over the 
world & every period of human history. 
Free admission daily! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 870-3000 

www.artsmia.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Chanhassen Dinner Theatres 
The nation’s largest professional 
dinner theatre and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 
952.934.1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is a catalyst for the 
creation, performance, education, and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.thecowlescenter.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 307 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
www.tegmc.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, 
One Church. Find us on Facebook and 
Twitter. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


SENIOR SERVICES 


Senior Community Services 
Provides caregiver support, resource 
counseling for seniors, home chores for 
seniors, and Medicare support. 

10201 Wayzata Blvd., #335 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 

(952) 541-1019 
www.seniorcommunity.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


Minnesota State Parks & Trails 

There are 75 Minnesota state parks and 
recreation areas ready for you to explore! 
(888) 646-6367 

www.mndnr.gov/parks 


Stonewall Sports - Minneapolis 
LGBTQ+ community-based sports 
organization with new dodgeball, kickball 
and tennis seasons starting throughout the 
year. Visit our website to subscribe and 
receive season registration updates. 
www.stonewallminneapolis.org 


TRAVEL 


Destination Northeast 

A hyperlocal tool connecting visitors 
to some of the best parts of Northeast 
Minneapolis. 

2329 Central Ave. NE, Minneapolis, MN 
info@destination-ne.us 
www.destination-ne.us 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! Visit this 
Historic Rivertown. Shop / Dine / Cruise / 
Art Galleries / Nightlife. 

P.O. Box 2025 

Stillwater, MN 55082 
info@Discoverstillwater.com 

(651) 351-1717 
www.Discoverstillwater.com 


Discover St. Louis Park 

Close to Minneapolis, far from ordinary. 
Exceptional dining, attractions, shopping, 
hotels and event space. 

1660 Hwy 100 S., Suite 501 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 426-4047 

www. DiscoverStLouisPark.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. Vibrant 
arts & dining. Adventure. Hotels and B&Bs. 
Attractions and events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 

Duluth, MN 

218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 

www. visitduluth.com 


VOLUNTEERISM 

Gay 4 Good 

LGBTQ organization making positive 
impact on our greater community. 
Volunteering for social & environmental 
causes. 

562) 684-8210 

www.gayforgood.org 


YOUTH 

The Bridge For Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
other resources for runaway and homeless 
youth. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-8800 

www.bridgeforyouth.org 
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with individuals who have worked to provide 
services to HIV+ people and people with AIDS 
in Minnesota. 

According to Mattson’s colleague, Myra 
Billund-Phibbs, “The goal of the project was to 
document the work of doctors, nurses, commu- 
nity health workers, case managers, educators, 
affordable housing providers, harm reduction 
workers, and clergy members who confronted 
the HIV/AIDS crisis in Minnesota from the 
early 1980s into the 2000s.” 

You can read the Oral History Project here: 
https://www.continuum.umn.edu/2020/05/ 
look-for-the-helpers/. 


TRETTER TRANSGENDER ORAL 
HISTORY PROJECT 

A big undertaking for the Tretter Collec- 
tion is the Tretter Transgender Oral History 
Project. The six-year initiative strives to col- 
lect, preserve and make available oral histories 
of gender transgression, broadly understood 
through a trans framework. 

According to Mattson, the first phase of the 
project, which was from 2015 to 2018, was led 
by now-Minneapolis City Council Vice Presi- 
dent Andrea Jenkins. 

This phase of the project sought to docu- 
ment the life stories and experiences of trans- 
gender and gender non-conforming people, 
with a focus on people living in the upper 
Midwest as well as those often excluded from 
the historical record, including trans people of 
color and trans elders. 

“The second phase of the Tretter Transgen- 
der Oral History Project, which began in July 
2019 and will continue through next spring, is 
led by trans studies scholar Myrl Beam,” Matt- 
son said. “The oral histories collected during 
this phase document the transformative power 
of trans movements, and the stories of trans ac- 
tivists who are building them.” 


“COVID has of course affected the project, 
in a wide range of ways,” Mattson tells Laven- 
der. Travel was halted and in-person interviews 
were canceled. “But the project’s oral historian, 
Myrl Beam, responded quickly to develop a 
new set of strategies to support remote inter- 
viewing, and as a result, we are still on track to 
finish Phase 2 on time,” Mattson said. 


EXPLORING AND SUPPORTING 
THE COLLECTION 


The Transgender Oral History Project has 
conducted more than 200 interviews which are 
available online. They are planning to add more 
on an ongoing basis. 

In the spring of 2020, Tretter staff launched 
a podcast to share these incredible interviews 
with a broader audience. The pilot episode 
of Transcripts can be found at https://tran- 
scriptspodcast.dash.umn.edu/. A second epi- 
sode is in the works. 

If you find yourself at home more this year, 
it’s a great time to explore the Tretter Collec- 
tion online at https://z.umn.edu/TretterDigi- 
tal. With COVID-19 restrictions in place, in- 
person services are at a limited capacity. 

The Tretter Collection is inside the Elmer 
L. Andersen Library on the University of Min- 
nesota’s West Bank Campus. Items are kept in 
secure storage, only accessible by staff. Collec- 
tion materials can only be used in the Reading 
Room. However, many items are now online. 

The continued documentation of LGBTQ 
history is in jeopardy. “We are facing severe 
budget cuts in the coming year,” Mattson said. 
For information about how to donate, please 
visit https://z.umn.edu/TretterFutures. I 


Mike Marcotte's Serve Our Society series 
highlights nonprofit organizations impacting the 
LGBTQ community. To nominate a community 
group for a future article, email him at mike(@ 
givemethemike.com. 
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